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November 26, 1984 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820 I 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CHARLESTON, IL--Charlie L. Brown of Decatur (Ill.) has received a diploma 
from Eastern Illinois University. Not a unique story, right? After all, the 
same thing has happened to 35,000 other persons. But there's a difference. 
Charlie got his two weeks ago, 35 years after he completed all the necessary 
course work. 
The diploma is dated August 5, 1949 and it's been in various files since 
that time. Career Planning and Placement Center personnel uncovered it when 
the inactive files were being purged. 
Correspondence in the file indicates that Charlie's sin was fdilure to 
register with Teacher Placement (that's no longer a requirement for graduation) 
before the commencement ceremony. 
When the matter was called to the attention of Jay Knott, he invoked 
his authority as Director of the Career Planning and Placement Center and noted 
in a letter to Charlie that "your placement registration ~nd typing fee have 
been waived." Charlie's diploma accompanied the letter. 
Charlie has retired after 34 years and is currently building an airplane 
at the Decatur Airport. He said he was happy to get the diploma but that he 
doesn't plan to go through commencement again. 
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